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H.  Q.  CRISP,  PRINTER, 
8AXMUNDHAM  <&  ALDEBURGH. 


BOROUGH  OF  ALDEBURGH. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1938. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Aldehurgh. 


I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1988  which  is  drawn  up  as 
requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  Circular  1728. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  produce  this  Report  before  now  as  the 
Borough  Surveyor  has  been  too  busy  attending  to  the  Sea  Defence 
Scheme  and  A.R.P.  Work. 


Section  A. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Acreage,  arrived  at  by  Ordnance  Survey  in  1913  . 

Land  (inclusive  of  Salt  Marsh) 

Inland  Water 


2,296  Acres. 
126 


2,422 

92 

165 


Tidal  Water 
Foreshore 


2,679  Acres. 
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Population 

Census  1931  2,480  plus  Hazlewood  98=2,578 


Estimated  by  Registrar  General,  1938  2,401 

This  obviously  cannot  be  correct  and  so 
for  statistical  purposes  I have  been 
estimating  it  for  the  last  24  years  as  2,480 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  : — 

Houses  on  Rate  Book  last  year  ...  ...  867 

14  Crabbe  Street  closed  ...  866 

New  Houses  ...  ...  9 

875 

Empty  ...  ...  ...  14 


861 


Rateable  Value  estimated  April  1st,  1938  ...  £22,485 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £87 


General  Rate  11/-  in  the  pound,  9/3  of  which  is  for  the  County 
Council  demands. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births.  M.  F.  Total. 

Legitimate  11  16  27 

Illegitimate  — 1 \ 
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Rate  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population  11.6 


Stillbirths.  None. 

M.  F.  Total. 

Deaths  13  13  26 

The  crude  death  rate  is  10.4,  the  Comparability  Factor  is  0.80 
making  the  comparative  rate  8.32. 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes  None. 

Cancer  4 

Measles  None. 

Whooping  Cough  None. 

Diarrhoea  None. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

There  have  been  three  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  giving  a death 
rate  of  107  for  a thousand  births. 

The  causes  of  these  three  deaths  were : — 

1.  Premature  birth  the  child  only  living  one  day. 

2.  Asphyxia  Neonatorum  the  child  living  two  weeks. 

3.  Broncho  Pneumonia  at  the  fifth  month  in  a very  rare  case 

of  Amyokonia  Congenita  (Oppenheims  Discease). 

With  a small  population,  yearly  figures  may  be  very  misleading 
and  one  has  to  take  figures  over  a period  of  some  years  to  get  com- 
parative figures. 

During  the  last  ten  years  there  have  been  11  deaths  under  one 
year  of  age,  this  gives  a rate  of  42.3  for  a thousand  births.  The  lowest 
ever  recorded  for  England  and  Wales  was  57  in  1935. 

Causes  of  Death. 


Average  age  of  death  in  brackets. 


Last  year. 

Disease. 

Number. 

Males. 

Females. 

6 

Heart 

6 (73) 

4 (73) 

2 (77*) 

6 

Apoplexy 

4 (75) 

1 (71) 

8 (77) 

4 

Cancer 

4 (64) 

1 (70) 

3 (62) 



Brights 

2 (78*) 

1 (76) 

1 (81) 



Diabetes 

2 (56) 

1 (63) 

1 (58) 

12 

Senility 

1 (90) 

1 (90) 

2 

Bronchitis 

1 (83) 

1 (83) 

— 

3 

Phthisis 

1 (68) 

1 (63) 

3 

Others 

2 (60) 

1 (71) 

1 (49) 

36 

23  (71) 

11  (71*) 

12  (70*) 

Under  one 

8 

2 

1 

26  13 
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Ages  at  which  death  occurred  : — 

Under  one  year 
Between  1 and  2 
,,  2 and  5 

„ 5 and  15 

,,  15  and  25 

„ 25  and  45 

„ 45  and  65 

65  and  over 


1938.  1937.  1936, 

3—3 

— — 2 

— 23 

8 10  5 

15  23  16 


26  36  29 


The  above  figures  show  that  there  were  ten  fewer  deaths  than  last 
year,  a somewhat  unexpected  fact  considering  that  the  population  is 
markedly  increasing  in  age. 


Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

(i)  Public  Health  Officers. 

(a)  Medical. 

C.  D.  Somers,  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  M.B.,  M.B  Ch.  (Cantab.), 
M.R.O.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.S.I.,  part-time  M.O.H.  since 
1917  and  not  engaged  in  private  practice. 

( b ) Others. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Surveyor. 

Food  Inspector. 

Officer  under  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Order. 

These  posts  have  been  held  since  May  15th,  1933  by 
P.  R.  Bradley,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert  R.S.I. 

Health  Visitor.  The  District  Nurse  acts  in  this  capacity 
but  is  not  paid  by  this  authority. 

(ii)  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

No  change  has  been  made  in  these  arrangements 
which  are  quite  satisfactory.  The  work  is  done  at 
Ipswich. 
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( b ) Ambulance  Facilities. 

No  Ambulances  are  provided  by  this  authority. 
During  peace  time  Motor  Ambulances  are  easily 
obtained  from  Ipswich  to  convey  cases  to  the  Isolation 
and  other  Hospitals.  Under  A.R.P.  two  Vans  and  two 
Buses  have  been  ear-marked  for  this  purpose. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  have  one  stretcher  which  is 
kept  near  the  Cottage  Hospital.  Under  A.R.P.  many 
more  will  have  to  be  provided. 

(iii)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. 

Nurse  Poppleton  a Queen’s  Nurse  and  trained  Mid- 
wife has  been  working  in  the  District  since  June  and 
she  is  in  charge  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

The  District  Nurse  no  longer  lives  at  the  Hospital, 
but  has  her  own  rooms  at  162,  High  Street. 

During  the  year  she  attended  75  General  Nursing 
Cases  and  25  Confinements,  ten  of  them  as  a Midwife, 
calling  in  a doctor  on  three  occasions,  fifteen  of  them  as 
Maternity  Nurse  working  with  a doctor.  Her  visits 


were  as  follows  : — 

Midwifery 

119 

Maternity 

207 

General  Nursing 

2511 

Infant  Life  Protection 

12 

Tuberculosis 

58 

Infant  Welfare 

519 

Ante  Natal 

49 

8475 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

No  arrangements  are  made  for  nursing  these  cases. 

(iv)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

None  are  provided  by  this  authority  but  the  County 
Council  uses  the  excellent  accommodation  provided  by 
the  Cottage  Hospital  for  an  Infant  Welfare  Centre 
which  is  open  every  Thursday,  2.80 — 4.  Dr.  White- 
ford  of  the  County  Staff  attends  once  a fortnight.  The 
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Centre  held  48  sessions  and  the  following  figures  show 
a falling  off  of  attendances  but  the  number  of  those 
attending  for  first  time  show  an  increase. 


1938. 

1937. 

1936. 

Mothers 

1,416 

1,649 

1,799 

(Average) 

(29.4) 

(32) 

(37) 

Babies  under  1 year 

314 

492 

565 

(Average) 

(6.5) 

(9) 

(12) 

Babies  1 — 5 years 

1,415 

1,547 

1,881 

(Average) 

(29) 

(29) 

(38) 

Total  Infants 

1,719 

2,039 

2,446 

(Average) 

(35.8) 

(39) 

(50) 

Number  attending  for  1st  time  : — 

Under  1 year 

26 

15 

25 

From  1 — 5 years 

4 

1 

3 

(v)  Hospitals. 

(a)  Without  the  area — Isolation. 

No  alterations  have  been  made  in  our  arrangements 
with  Ipswich  Isolation  Hospital.  We  have  agreed  to 
join  in  the  new  County  Scheme  and  meetings  have 
been  held  with  other  authorities  to  consider  arrange- 
ments as  to  terms. 

(b)  Within  the  area. 

The  Aldeburgh  Cottage  Hospital,  supported  entirely 
by  voluntary  contributions,  has  had  considerable  altera- 
tions in  its  Nursing  Staff  but  for  the  last  few  months 
has  been  very  competently  managed  with  Miss  Fletcher 
as  Matron,  Miss  Hunt  and  Miss  Kent  as  Sisters  and 
Miss  Roper  as  a Probationer.  During  the  year  a con- 
siderable amount  of  instruction  and  practical  work  has 
been  given  to  St.  John  Ambulance  Nurses. 

In  peace  time  the  Hospital  is  primarily  for  the 
Maternity  work  for  Aldeburgh  and  the  surrounding 
districts.  Medical  and  Surgical  cases  aro  also  admitted 
which  are  not  of  a septic  nature. 

During  the  late  war  the  British  Red  Cross  ran  this 
building  as  a Hospital,  but  extensive  additions  and  im- 
provements have  been  made  since  then  and,  if  necessary, 
no  doubt  excellent  use  will  be  made  of  it  again. 
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The  following  tables  show  how  the  mothers  in  Aldeburgh  use  the 
Hospital  or  their  homes  for  Maternity  work  and  how  many  cases  come 
from  surrounding  districts  and  how  the  Nurses  act  as  Midwives  or 
Maternity  Nurses. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  in  Aldeburgh  that  mothers  are  using  their 
homes  more  than  the  Hospital  and  also  that  the  Midwives  when  acting 
alone  have  not  had  to  call  in  a doctor  so  often  and  this  is  perhaps 
explained  by  the  fact  that  they  have  been  more  employed  by  acting  as 
Maternity  Nurses  working  with  a doctor. 

Figures  in  brackets  are  stillbirths  and  must  be  added  to  the  other 
figures. 


Doctor  & 

Midwife 

Doctor 

Year. 

Births. 

Nurse. 

alone. 

called  in. 

1934 

62  (1) 

15  (1) 

47 

13 

1935 

49 

22 

27 

8 

1936 

62  (2) 

26 

36  (2) 

13  (2) 

1937 

58  (2) 

31  (1) 

27  (1) 

12  (1) 

1938 

58  (2) 

40  (2) 

18 

6 

Aldeburgh 

Other 

Total  in 

Year. 

Homes. 

Hospital. 

Districts. 

Hospital. 

1932 

19 

12 

48  (1) 

60  (1) 

1933 

12  (1) 

9 

33 

42 

1934 

24 

18 

27  (1) 

40  (1) 

1935 

8 

10 

32 

42 

1936 

12 

13 

37  (2) 

50  (2) 

1937 

14  (2) 

11 

33 

44 

1938 

19 

9 

30  (2) 

39  (2) 

Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water. 

Samples  were  taken  quarterly  for  analysis  and  the  figures 
given  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  in  his  Report  (see  appendix) 
show  the  highly  satisfactory  purity  of  the  water. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  also  reports  that  owing  to  the  low 
rainfall  for  the  first  eight  months  of  the  year,  during  August 
he  noticed  a falling  off  in  the  water  supply  and  garden 
sprinklers  had  to  be  stopped  for  some  time. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  alterations  or  extensions  were  made. 
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2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

Sea  Defence. 

Last  year  a wall  500  feet  long  costing  £3,500  was  built  in 
front  of  the  Southern  end  of  the  Town  and  owing  to  the  High 
Tide  on  February  12th,  this  was  extended  another  378  feet  to 
the  North  at  a cost  of  another  £3,000  and  the  work  was  com- 
pleted in  August. 

The  damage  done  to  the  agricultural  ground  on  both  sides  of 
the  River  Aide  by  the  High  Tide  on  February  12th  was  so 
serious  that  the  eminent  expert,  Mr.  Charles  G.  Du  Cane  was 
consulted  and  on  July  15th  he  made  a preliminary  inspection 
of  the  foreshore  and  river,  and  on  December  14th  he  issued 
his  Report  wherein  he  recommended  the  continuation  of  some 
form  of  protective  wrorks  from  the  end  of  the  present  wall  to 
save  this  ground  from  being  directly  flooded  by  the  sea,  he 
estimated  that  this  work  would  cost  £24,000,  but  as  the  scheme 
would  protect  the  property  of  other  people  besides  our  own  it 
would  not  appear  reasonable  that  the  whole  cost  should  be 
borne  by  the  Aldeburgh  Corporation. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

All  the  houses  in  the  vicinity  of  the  sewer  are  connected, 
outside  this  area  there  are  one  hundred  houses  with  cesspools 
or  septic  tanks. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

No  alterations  have  been  made. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  appears  as  an  appendix 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 

(iv)  Shops.  No  action  taken. 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

(1)  Number  of  sites  used  for  camping  purposes  3 

(2)  Number  of  camping  sites  licensed  under  Section  269 

of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  l 

(3)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident 

at  any  one  time.  About  300. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement.  There  was  one  nuisance  at  a Laundry 
which  was  remedied  by  the  installation  of  a mechanical  stoker. 
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(vii)  Swimming  Bath  & Pools.  There  is  only  one  private  Pool 
at  Kings  Legend. 

(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  None  reported  or  discovered. 

4.  Schools. 

The  water  supply  and  sanitation  of  all  the  schools  is  very 
good. 

Public  Elementary  School,  the  attendances  has  been  better 
than  for  several  years. 

The  average  number  of  scholars  on  the  books  is  252 

Percentage  of  attendances  for  whole  year  is  93.2 


Section  D. 


HOUSING. 

No  systematic  inspection  of  houses  has  been  made  this  year.  We 
have  not  been  able  to  purchase  the  land  on  which  we  proposed  to  build 
houses  to  abate  some  cases  of  overcrowding  but  negotiations  are  pro- 
ceeding for  the  purchase  of  other  land  near  the  Leiston  Road. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

1.  (a)  Total  number  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ..  ...  5 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  12 

2.  (a)  Number  (included  under  sub-head(i)  above)  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  consolidated  Regu- 
lations 1932  ...  ...  ...  1 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  4 

8.  Number  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  none. 

4.  Number  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  serving 

of  formal  Notices  ...  ...  6 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year:— 

No  proceedings  were  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936 
or  Public  Health  Acts. 
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4. 


Housing  Act  1936:— Part  IV.— Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ••• 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(. b ) Number  of  new  cases  reported  during  the  year 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  relieved  during  the  year  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 
{d)  Houses  which  have  become  overcrowded  after 

steps  have  been  taken  to  relieve  overcrowding 


5 

5 

34i 

1 

2 

15* 

none. 


Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

We  were  remarkably  free  from  infectious  diseases.  There  was  one 
doubtful  case  of  Typhoid,  a contact  from  one  of  the  Liners,  and  he 
was  sent  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Ipswich  where  he  rapidly 
recovered. 


The  eight  cases  notified  were  as  follows  : — 


Admitted  to 

Disease. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Hospital. 

Deaths. 

1. 

Typhoid 

M. 

21 

Yes 

None 

2. 

Scarlet  Fever 

M. 

44 

No 

None 

3. 

Chicken  Pox 

M. 

12 

No 

None 

4. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

F. 

37 

No 

None 

5. 

n >> 

F. 

30 

No 

None 

6. 

>>  n 

F. 

29 

No 

None 

7. 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

M. 

57 

No 

8. 

Non-Pulmonary 

F. 

17 

No 

There  was  one  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  a Male  aged 
63,  who  was  on  the  local  list  of  cases. 

Vaccination. 

15  successful  Primary  Vaccinations  and 
1 successful  re-vaccination  was  done  by  the  Vaccination  Officer. 
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I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  D.  SOMERS. 
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BOROUGH  SURVEYOR  and  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT. 

Year  ending  the  31st  day  of  December,  1938. 

Town  Hall, 

Aldeburgh. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the 
Borough  of  Aldeburgh. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  12  months  ending  the  31st 
day  of  December,  1938.  The  year  under  review  was  a difficult  year 
and  particularly  so  for  the  Municipal  Officer.  It  has  been  impossible 
for  me  to  carry  out  the  number  of  inspections  I should  have  liked  in 
view  of  the  many  calls  upon  my  time  in  connection  with  Air  Raid 
Precautions. 

Number  op  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections. 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses  under  the  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  16 

Inspections  under  the  Overcrowding  Act  ...  ...  2 

Food  and  Meat  Shops  inspections  ...  ...  7 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

New  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  •••  50 

Rats  ...  •••  •••  -I 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  ...  ..  ...  •••  18 

Public  Health  Routine  ...  ...  ...  68 

Infectious  Disease  and  Disinfection  ... 

Bakehouses  ...  •••  • • 2 

Drains  tested  ...  •••  •••  19 

Petroleum  Stores 

Factory  and  Workshops  ...  •••  •••  23 

Shops  (Shops  Act)  ...  ...  •••  •••  11 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  •••  •••  *2 

A.  R.  P.  Cellars  ...  •••  •••  •••  ^ 

Smoke  Observations 


270 
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Your  man  with  Cyanogas  machine  killed  and  picked  up  229  rata. 
Our  activities  are  largely  confined  to  the  Corporation  Marshes  and 
refuse  tip  and  whilst  we  make  every  endeavour  to  help  private  persons 
who  are  troubled  with  rats  yet  the  obligation  rests  upon  those  persons 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 
Act,  1919. 

Dairies. 

The  Aldeburgh  Hall  Farm  : 

Church  Farm : 

Hill  Farm  Dairy : 

Crag  Path  Dairy : 


Mrs.  B.  Robinson, 

160,  High  Street : 

Petroleum. 

Eleven  licences  were  issued  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  day  of 
June,  1939.  The  quantity  of  petroleum  licenced  to  be  stored  is  1 1,370 
gallons. 


Licenced  by  the  County  Council  to  produce 
and  bottle  “Accredited”  milk. 

Ditto. 

Licenced  by  the  Borough  Council  to 
Bottle  and  retail  “Accredited”  milk. 

Licenced  by  the  Borough  Council  to 

(a)  Bottle  and  retail  “Accredited”  milk. 

(b)  Retail  “Tuberculin  Tested”  milk  in  the 

bottles  in  which  it  is  received ; the 
seals  being  unbroken. 

Registered  as  a Dairy  for  the  sale  by  retail 
of  ordinary  milk. 


Defects  Discovered  and  Remedied  as  a 


Result  of  Informal  Action. 

One  private  drainage  system  overhauled  ...  1 

Incorrect  labelling  of  graded  milk  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  proper  dustbins  ...  ...  1 

Accumulations  of  offensive  matter  ...  ...  1 

Faulty  W.C’s  and  flushing  cisterns  ...  ...  1 

Smoke  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  or  insanitary  drains  ...  ...  2 

Polluted  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nuisance  from  offensive  trade  ...  ...  1 

Contraventions  of  the  Shops’  Sunday  Trading 

Restriction  Acts  ...  ...  ...  2 

Contraventions  of  the  Shops’  Weekly  Half  Holiday 

order  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Water  Sampling.  Public  Supply. 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions  samples  of  water  for  analysis 
are  taken  from  the  tap  in  the  Pumphouse  four  times  in  the  year. 


The  County  Analyst  reported  as 
Dates — 9/4/38. 

follows : 
22/7/38. 

31/8/38. 

16/12/38. 

Physical  characteristics : 
Clear,  no  odour. 

Reaction 

pH  7.2 

pH  7.6 

pH  7.4 

pH  7.1 

Free  ammonia 

0.003 

0.004 

0.001 

0.001 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

0.001 

0.002 

Trace 

0.002 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 

2 hrs.  @ 37  C. 

0.008 

0.009 

0.012 

0.022 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Trace 

Nitrites 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

8.20 

9.40 

10.60 

8.00 

Poisonous  metals 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Bacteriological  examination  of  each  of  the  four  samples : 

No  B.  coli  present  in  25  ml. 

Signed  in  each  case : H.  M.  CADE, 

County  Bacteriologist. 

Note — It  will  be  observed  that  the  Chlorine  content  increased  from 
the  usual  8 parts  per  100,000  to  10.60  parts  per  100,000 
during  the  period  of  drought. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  during  the  first  eight  months  of  the 
year  the  rainfall  was  remarkably  low.  From  information  collected  at 
Thorpeness  apparently  about  8 inches  of  rain  fell  during  that  period, 
consequently  large  quantities  of  water  were  used  for  watering 
gardens.  The  consumption  of  water  for  all  purposes  probably 
reached  its  peak  on  the  26th  August  when  it  was  estimated  that 
250,000  gallons  a day  were  pumped.  It  was  on  that  particular  day 
that  I observed  that  the  yield  was  rapidly  falling  off  and  it  will  be 
remembered  that  garden  sprinklers  were  stopped  and  other  economies 
effected  resulting  in  a reduced  output  of  185,000  gallons  per  day. 

New  Buildings. 

Of  the  five  houses  not  completed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
four  were  completed  during  1938  and  one  was  cancelled. 

Plans  of  11  new  houses  were  approved  during  the  year  of  which 
six  wero  completed  which  together  with  the  above  four — totals  10 
built  during  the  year. 

Plans  of  20  additions,  alterations  or  garages  were  approved. 
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Miscellaneous. 

As  a result  of  the  high  tide  of  February  12th,  a further  126  yards 
lineal  of  sea  wall  was  put  in  at  a cost  of  £3,000.  This  work  was 
completed  in  August.  A new  cinder  track  was  laid  to  Slaughden  over 
the  shingle  covering  the  site  of  the  old  road. 

A new  shelter  of  rustic  pattern  with  thatched  roof  was  erected  in 
the  King’s  Field  in  June.  The  cost  of  this  (£200)  was  provided  by 
public  subscription. 

Air  Raid  Precautions. 

During  May  and  June  I took  a course  of  nine  lectures  of  2 hrs. 
each  at  Leiston  with  three  of  the  Corporation  employees.  The  Course 
was  primarily  for  instruction  in  decontamination  methods.  In  August 
I attended  an  intensive  course  of  instruction  at  Saxmundham,  extending 
over  five  days  and  by  examination  qualified  as  a Local  Anti-Gas 
Instructor. 

Plans  of  the  Belstead  School  Sanatorium  were  prepared  with  a 
view  to  that  building  being  adapted  as  a First  Aid  Post.  Subsequently 
the  proposal  was  dropped. 

Main  Drainage. 

Your  sewerage  system  is  inspected  at  each  manhole  regularly  each 
week  and  from  one  to  two  cart  loads  of  water  flushed  into  each  man- 
hole monthly.  During  the  year  a survey  was  made  of  the  Leiston 
Road  where  building  is  taking  place  and  a number  of  details  worked 
out  for  a suggested  low  level  sewer  and  lift. 

In  Conclusion. 

I again  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  interest  and  support 
given  to  me  by  the  Town  Council  and  its  Officers  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties. 


I am,  Your  obedient  Servant, 
PERCIYAL  R.  BRADLEY,  L.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 
Borough  Surveyor  and  Inspector. 


